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7 CFR Ch. II (1–1–99 Edition)§ 226.9

Subpart D—Payment Provisions
§ 226.9 Assignment of rates of reim-

bursement for centers.
(a) The State agency shall assign

rates of reimbursement, not less fre-
quently than annually, on the basis of
family-size and income information re-
ported by each institution. Assigned
rates of reimbursement may be
changed more frequently than annually
if warranted by changes in family-size
and income information. Assigned
rates of reimbursement shall be ad-
justed annually to reflect changes in
the national average payment rates.

(b) The State agency shall either:
(1) Require that institutions submit

each month’s figures for meals served
daily to participants from families
meeting the eligibility standards for
free meals, to participants from fami-
lies meeting the eligibility standards
for reduced-price meals, and to partici-
pants from families not meeting such
guidelines; or

(2) Establish claiming percentages,
not less frequently that annually, for
each institution on the basis of the
number of enrolled participants eligi-
ble for free, reduced-price, and paid
meals; or

(3) Determine a blended per-meal
rate of reimbursement, not less fre-
quently than annually, by adding the
products obtained by multiplying the
applicable national average payment
rate of reimbursement for each cat-
egory (free, reduced-price, paid) by the
claiming percentage for that category.

(c) States have two methods of reim-
bursing institutions. The method cho-
sen by the State agency must be ap-
plied to all institutions participating
in the Program in that State. These
methods are:

(1) Meals times rates payment, which
involves reimbursing an institution for
meals served at the assigned rate for
each meal. This method entails no
comparison to the costs incurred by
the institution for the meal service;
and,

(2) Meals times rates or actual costs,
whichever is the lesser, which involves
reimbursing an institution for meals
served at the assigned rate for each
meal or at the level of the costs actu-
ally incurred by the institution for the

meal service. This method does entail a
comparison of the costs incurred to the
meal rates, with the costs being a lim-
iting factor on the level of reimburse-
ment an institution may receive.

(d) In those States where the State
agency has chosen the option to imple-
ment a meals times rates payment sys-
tem State-wide, the State agency may
elect to pay an institution’s final claim
for reimbursement for the fiscal year
at higher reassigned rates of reim-
bursement for lunches and suppers;
however, the reassigned rates may not
exceed the applicable maximum rates
of reimbursement established under
§ 210.11(b) of the National School Lunch
Program regulations. In those States
which use the method of comparing
meals times rates or actual costs,
whichever is lesser, the total payments
made to an institution shall not exceed
the total net costs incurred for the fis-
cal year.

[47 FR 36527, Aug. 20, 1982, as amended at 48
FR 21530, May 13, 1983; 53 FR 52590, Dec. 28,
1988; Amdt. 22, 55 FR 1378, Jan. 14, 1990]

§ 226.10 Program payment procedures.

(a) By the first day of each month of
operation, the State agency shall pro-
vide an advance payment to each insti-
tution electing to receive such pay-
ments, in accordance with § 226.6(b)(10).
Advance payments shall equal the full
level of claims estimated by the State
agency to be submitted in accordance
with paragraph (c) of this section, con-
sidering prior reimbursement claims
and other information such as fluctua-
tions in enrollment. The institution
may decline to receive all or any part
of the advance.

(b) For each fiscal year, the amount
of payment made, including funds ad-
vanced to an institution, shall not ex-
ceed the amount of valid reimburse-
ment claimed by that institution. To
ensure that institutions do not receive
excessive advance payments, the State
agency shall observe the following pro-
cedures:

(1) After three advance payments
have been made to an institution, the
State agency shall ensure that no sub-
sequent advance is made until the
State agency has validated the institu-
tion’s claim for reimbursement for the
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